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EDITORIA 


The Tide Will Come 
In Again 


N A WORLD always suffering from shock and 
depression the Christian can be different. The 
Christian has a “Refuge,” he has a “Sufficiency,” 

he has a “Savior.” He can, therefore, be rested, 
confident, triumphant. 


Let the statistics, as black as night, pile mountain 


high! 


Let the leaders of men show bewilderment and 
counsel confusion! 


Let hopes with human foundations sag and grow 
dim! 


Well, there they are! Nobody denies them or 
their full reality. 


They can hurt, they can devastate, they can 
destroy human values. 


There they stand menacing and mighty. 


But remember, O believer remember, they can 
never top God. He is not confused or dismayed by 
the tragedy of human blunders or the haughty 
vauntings of evil men or nations. 


They are all there in plain sight, but God is 
there too. He has always been right there and He 
will be there undismayed and marked by perfect 
majesty when these temporary cataclysms have spent 
‘themselves and are forgotten. 


We do not for one moment blink the cost or 
minimize the poignant, personal loss that we may 
sustain. Life and property are at stake for many 
and if not for us personally then for those we love 
passionately. 


We have been talking about “living dangerously” ; 
well, let’s see how we qualify when the crisis comes. 
Let’s examine again our Christ and His real power 
to keep and sustain, to guide and satisfy in these 
days of consistent uncertainty. What kind of a 
Savior do we have, anyway? 


Is He circumscribed and surprised and frustrated 
by the clash and carnage of men? I do not mean 
that He does not love and care and understand. I 
mean that He can and will over rule and actually 
make all things work together for a blessing to 
those who believe. 


Those who commit life and all its precious values 
to Him without reservation, have a signed promise 
from an infinite Friend and Lord. Suppose we take 
it out of His hands, where shall we put it? 


So, let me plead with you, don’t make the tragic 
mistake of judging world events or individual ex- 
periences and surroundings, at low tide. All the 
trash and accumulated junk and debris is exposed 


at low tide. Remember, the tide will come in again. 
It always has. And when it does it will cover all 
the hideous sights and it will fill full every marsh 
and estuary down to the tiniest rivulet. God will 


not, God cannot fail His own. —S.McPh.G. 


Using The Bible 
II Timothy 2:15 


TOOL is of no value unless we use it. | 
knew a farmer once who had plenty of ex- 
pensive tools, but he had poor crops because 

he did not use his tools. 


The Bible is a tool, and far more than a tool, but 
we have to use it. 


It is a looking-glass and if we use it we can see 
ourselves in the light of Revelation: we see ourselves 
as God sees us. We realize how ugly we are, marred 
and scarred by sin,.and how lovely we can become 
through the transforming power of His Spirit. 


The Bible is a weapon. The sword that remains 
in the scabbard never puts the enemy to flight. Only 
as we unsheath it and flash it in the face of the 
evil one will victory be ours. 


The Bible is treasure, better than thousands of 
silver and gold. The miser who hoards his gold, or 
the miner who never digs it from the earth had 
just as well be a pauper. I might have an oil 
deposit beneath the ground on my farm, but the 
oil must be gotten before I am the richer. 


The Bible is food: milk and meat, the finest of 
the wheat, and honey out of the rock, but I have 
to eat, before I am strong. —J.K.P. 


A Strong Delusion 


E write these lines with a heavy heart. 
American troops are suffering. dying and 
retreating in Korea. Compromise is in the 
air in Washington and at Lake Success. England 
and France are demanding the line of expediency. 
Chinese Communist delegates at the United Nations 
are being approached in deference and in almost 
abject fear. But for God’s overruling hand, which 
may bring about a change, the stage is set for ap- 
peasement and compromise of evil. Human wisdom 
with its reasoning that one may do evil that good 
may come, is on the verge of becoming triumphant. 


Why this terrible predicament? Why does 
America find herself on the very brink of a course 
which involves submission to evil and an almost 
certain chain of disastrous consequences? It can wel! 
be that because of our sins, national and personal ; 
sins against God and His truth; against Him and 
the marvelous mercy and grace which He has 
shown us as a people; the desecration of His Sab- 
bath; the intemperance and lewd immorality on 
every hand; because of these and our many other 
sins God may have permitted us to be led by those 
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to whom is given a strong delusion; the delusion 
that good may come out of appeasement and com- 
promise with that which is wrong. 


When the Chinese Communists were invited to 
come to Lake Success, to press their claims of ag- 
gression against America with reference to For- 
mosa, a chain of events was set in motion the po- 
tentialities of which stagger the imagination. 
America not only is not guilty of aggression but we 
have spent the flower of our youth and our billions 
to help the weak. On the other hand, our represen- 
tatives at Lake Success, under the direction of our 
State Department, voted to ask the Chinese Com- 
munists to attend, at the same time denying to Na- 
tionalist China the right, which she constitutionally 
possessed, to veto this proposal, saying it was a “pro- 
cedural” matter. It had no more to do with pro- 
cedure than many other resolutions which have been 
vetoed by Russia. But, we were hell-bent (ves, just 
that), on appeasement with Communist China. 

What resulted ? We cannot prove this but, know- 
ing something of Oriental psychology, we feel sure 
that this invitation to Communist China resulted in 
her intervention in Korea. But for this recognition 
of these godless leaders they would never have 
dared intervene. Why were these delegates ‘“‘de- 
laved” in Prague? Because their troons were not 
fully mobilized for the attack on Korea. Thev 
waited and then timed their arrival at the United 
Nations to coincide with their attack in Korea, 
thereby adding to their prestige and to the bar- 
gainine power of their arguments. 


Guilty of an egregious error we have now 
tumbled into the trap set for us. It is a fact. difficult 
to believe but nevertheless true. that apparently 
Communist China holds the whip hand at Lake 
Success as of this moment. But for a strong delusion 
in the minds of those in high places such a situation 
could never have developed. 


Military, political and diplomatic developments 
are now taking place at such a rapid rate that these 
lines may have little significance by the time they 
appear in print. 

But, Christians do not have to sit idly by. Every 
Christian has the privilege and the duty to pray that 
our national leaders may be guided by God A\l- 
mighty, thereby delivering our nation from further 
tragic mistakes. In the second place, Christians, as 
citizens, should make known to their representatives 
in Washington in unmistakable terms their desire 
that righteousness and truth shall not be com- 
promised. 

“And Hexekiah went up into the house of the 
Lord ... and praved ... Lord bow down thine ear, 
and hear: open, Lord, thine eyes. and see ... now 
therefore, O Lord our God, I beseerh thee, save 
thou us... Then Isaiah ... sent to Hezekiah, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel ... that 


which thou hast prayed ...I have heard.” 


Christians, rishteous in God’s sight through faith 
in His Son, hold the key: “The effectual fervent 
praver of a righteous man availeth much.” 


—L.N.B. 


The Life Of The Christian 


Man—V/ 


The Right Use Of The Present 
Life And Its Supports 


HE Scripture also instructs us in the right use 

of our terrestrial blessings. The Lord teaches 

us that the present life is like a pilgrimage, 
in which we are travelling towards the heavenly 
kingdom. 


Thus we ought to use the blessings of this life in 
such a way that they will assist rather than retard 
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us in our pilgrimage. If we are to move on safe 
ground, we must avoid two extremes. Some good 
men impressed by what they see of intemperance, 
luxury, and excess, and desiring to correct these 
evils, would permit men to use only so many of the 
physical blessings as necessity requires. 


In so doing, however, they commit the dangerous 
error of imposing on the conscience stricter rules 
than those which are prescribed to it by the Word 
of God. If one abstains from everything from 
which it is possible to abstain, it would scarcely be 
lawful to eat or drink anything but bread and water. 


On the opposite side many excuse intemperance 
in the use of external things, and indulge the 
licentiousness of the flesh, as if this liberty were 
not restricted by any limitation. The Scripture 
delivers general rules for the lawful use of earthly 
things and our practice ought to be regulated 
thereby. 


The use of the gifts of God ought to be directed 
to the same end for which the Creator meant them, 
for He created them for our benefit. It is evident 
that He intended to provide not only for our 
necessity, but for our pleasure and delight. He has 
provided clothes which not only meet our necessity 
but are marked by propriety and decency. In herbs, 
trees, and fruits, God has gratified us by their 
graceful forms, pleasant odours, and beautiful colors 
as well as by their practical uses. 


“Let us discard, therefore, that inhuman philoso- 
phy which, allowing no use of the creatures but 
what is absolutely necessary, not only malignantly 
deprives us of the lawful enjoyment of the Divine 
beneficence, but which cannot be embraced till it 
has despoiled man of all his senses, and reduced 
him to a senseless block.” 


We must, however, with equal diligence, oppose 
the licentiousness of the flesh; which, unless it is 
restrained, transgresses every bound. All things were 
made for us that we may know and acknowledge 
their Author, and celebrate his goodness by thanks- 
giving, but how can one thank God if he is stunefied 
with wine or inflamed with vile passions? Where 
is gratitude towards God for clothing, if, on account 
of our sumptious apparel, we admire ourselves and 
despise others? Or if with the elegance and beauty 
of it, we prepare ourselves for unchastity? Where is 
our acknowledgement of God, if our minds be fixed 
on the splendour of our garments? These considera- 
tions confirm the rule given by the Apostle, that we 
“make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts 
thereof.” 


God commands us to use this world as though we 
used it not, and so prohibits all intemperance, ex- 
cessive delicacy, ambition, pride, haughtiness, and 
fastidiousness which would turn our thoughts from 
the heavenly life. It is an okd proverb, that because 
you are too much engaged in the care of the body, 
you are generally negligent of the soul. We should 
indulge ourselves as little as possible lest we turn 


the good things God has given into impediments 
that hinder our Spiritual lives. 

On the other hand, those persons whose property 
is small should learn to be patient and not be tor- 
mented with an immoderate desire for riches. Let 
us learn after the apostolic example, ‘Both to be 
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need.” 


All the things that God has given us are deposits 
intrusted to our care, of which we must one day 
give an account. This alarm ought incessantly to 
sound in our ears: “Give an account of thy steward- 
ship.” 


Finally, the Lord commands each of us to regard 
his calling in life. Every individual’s task is a post 
assigned him by the Lord that he may not wander 
about in uncertainty all his days. The principle and 
foundation of right conduct in every case is the 
vocation of the Lord, and he who disregards it will 
never keep the right way in the duties of his station. 
No one should attempt more than is compatible with 
his calling. 

Then, he that is in obscurity will lead a private 
life without discontent, so as not to desert the station 
in which God has placed him. No employment is 
mean and sordid if it has been laid upon one by 
God. In the sight of God, it is highly important 
and, therefore, it must be regarded by us as truly 


respectable. —Wnm.C.R. 


The Atom Bomb 


R. Truman’s unwitting remark about the 
possible use of the atom bomb set off a 
furor both in America and abroad that the 

resulting discussions continue to be heard on every 


hand. 


Immediately at the Cleveland meeting of the 
National Council of Churches, there were heard 
remarks about “outlawing the use of the bomb,” 
“the moral issues involved,” etc. Fortunately, Mr. 
Stassen, in his speech before the meeting, made some 
very clear statements and gave some sage advice. 


In our judgement the “moral issue” in the use of 
the bomb is not very significant. We see no differ- 
ence in wiping out a citv in a moment of time and 
in taking two days to do it. Both are horrible to 
contemplate. There were probably a dozen cities in 
Japan wiped out just as completely as Hiroshima or 
Nagasaki, it just took longer to accomplish the ter- 
rible end. British and American bombers in two 
days’ time destroyed most of Hamburg with ap- 
palling loss of life. If one is going to discuss the 
“moral issue” involved in the use of the atomic 
bomb then he will have to discuss the entire ques- 
tion of the moral issues involved in total war itself. 
This has been done again and again and Christians 
of all ages have recognized that there are times 
when war is necessary and have shared in its awful 
responsibilities. 
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On the other hand, the indiscriminate use of the 
bomb, even if lending itself to practical accomplish- 
ment, could never be defended. 


Therefore, the actual use of the bomb is a matter 
of military strategy and necessity and must not be 
hampered by the clamor of civilians, either pro or 
con. We feel that when the concentration of mili- 
tary power, or those who would make war, would 
make the use of the bomb of certain military value, 
then it should be used. We believe God permitted 
our nation to have the scientific and technical know- 
how to make the bomb because He knew we had no 
war-like designs on any nation, and He expected 
America to use this potential force for peace. The 
war with Japan was certainly shortened by its use 
and countless lives thereby saved, both in Japan and 
among our own troops. 


It is our prayer that it shall not prove that we 
have frittered away the usefulness of this God- 
given power either through misguided judgment or 
the intrigue of enemies within our fold. 


—L.N.B. 


Then Let Us Put The 
Real Doctrinal Safeguards 


Into The Plan Of Union 


T the recent meeting of the committees of 
A the U. S. and U.S.A. Assemblies on the mat- 
ter of church union, certain U.S.A. liberals 
are quoted as insisting on their soundness in the 


faith. 


One might reply to this by citing certain of their 
written statements and certain of their former 
actions or by citing more recent writings by prom- 
inent U.S.A. leaders of thought. We do not doubt, 
however, the power of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
move the heart of the liberal and establish him in 
the Christian faith; and the times in which we live 
certainly call men back to God’s word and to the 
living Lord Jesus Christ there attested. 


And so our proposal is that these men who are 
proclaiming their soundness in the faith prove it by 
accepting in the plan of Union, the doctrinal safe- 
guards which now exist in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 


The conservatives in the Southern Church have 
asked again and again, individually and through the 
presbyteries, for the inclusion in the plan of union 
of doctrinal safeguards which we now have. So far, 
out of consideration for the Northern Presbyterian 
Liberals, our requests have been disregarded. lf 
these liberals then are sound in the faith, let them 
and the Committee on Cooperation and Union show 
this fact by writing our present doctrinal safeguards 
into the plan of union. 


These safeguards are two. 


First, the provision of our book that if a minister 
finds himself out of accord with the doctrines to 
which he has sincerely subscribed, he will, on his 
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own initiative, make that fact known to his presby- 
tery. 

The second is the action unanimously taken by 
our 1939 Assembly and reaffirmed by two of our 
later Assemblies to this effect, namely, that the 
General Assembly regards the acceptance of the 
infallible truth and the divine authority of Holy 
Scripture and of our Lord Jesus Christ as true and 
eternal God who became also man by being born 
of a virgin, who offered up Himself a sacrifice to 
satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, who 
rose from the dead with the same body with which 
He suffered, and who will come again to judge the 


world as being involved in the vows to which we 
subscribe. 


To avoid being misunderstood, we also have 
matters of polity and of property that we request 
put into the plan of union. Briefly, we want the 
position of the Southern Presbyterian Book of 
Church Order that Christ is the only King and the 
sole Lawgiver in the Church. 


And we ask for the property position of the Old 
School Assembly of 1839 which was endorsed by 
our Assembly in 1875. This is, that the congrega- 
tions are—but their local properties are not—under 


the General Assembly. 


We object to the printed plans of union because 
they maintain neither the doctrinal safeguards, nor 
the polity position of our Book of Church Order 
that Christ is the sole Lawgiver in Zion, nor do 
they preserve to the local congregation the owner- 
ship of its own property. —Wnm. C. R. 


The National Council 
Of Churches 


HIS Journal has refrained from one single 

I word of opposition to the National Council of 

Churches, constituted only a few days ago in 

Cleveland, Ohio, by a merger of already existing 
interdenominational agencies. 


Christians are deeply conscious of the need for a 
mighty witness by the Church in times such as these. 
Christians also are almost unanimous in recognizing 
that there is need for a central clearing agency for 
the more efficient and effective carrying out of many 
of the activities of the Church. 


We have not seen any official reports of the 
Cleveland meeting but the press releases have been 
rather full and we are sure that Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, in his opening address as the first 
president, was expressing the hope of that great 
gathering when he stated that the influence of the 
gospel must be “extended and applied in every 
aspect of life. The gospel has to do with inter- 
national relations, with peace or war, with the atom 
bomb, with economic conditions, with family life, 
for nothing human can be alien to the love of God 
in Christ.” 
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But, we were not reassured when, only an hour 
after the Council was constituted, the ubiquitous 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam got the floor and moved 
that the Council draft a “policy statement on the 
international situation.” If, rather, a call for prayer 
for the international situation had been made Chris- 
tians would have responded with a _ resounding 
“Amen.” But, we frankly question the ability of 
the National Council of Churches to adopt such a 
policy. We were further convinced of this when we 
heard Secretary of State Dean Acheson’s radio ad- 
dress to the Council and to the nation. Hailed and 
applauded by the Council, we with millions of other 
Americans were appalled by that address. Here the 
man in great measure responsible for our predica- 
ment in the Far East, presented a series of platituted 
and Pollyanna-like phrases. 


It is not the National Council of Churches, as 
such, which gives many pause, rather it is what the 
leaders in this Council propose to do with the power 
which they now possess. lf they are to follow in the 
steps of the Federal Council, making statements and 
using pressure to secure legislation on which Chris- 
tian people of equal piety and spiritual discernment 
differ, then the outlook is not bright. 


On the other hand, if this great Council will use 
its potential energies to promote personal and na- 
tional repentance and turning to God, then may 
God bless it richly is our earnest prayer. 


There are several problems involved in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches which need to be care- 
fully studied. We shall mention some of them. 


The first has to do with the philosophy of the 
mission of the Church. The Catholic Church con- 
siders it a part of its mission to enter directly into 
the affairs of state, openly or by intrigue. The Pro- 
testant Church in America has strongly afirmed the 
strict separation of Church and State. The Pro- 
testant Church has felt that its great influence on 
the State lies in Christian men who direct the 
affairs of State. The Catholic Church has repeat- 
edly brought pressure on those in authority, in the 
name of the Church. Now, we find a great Pro- 
testant organization, frankly consummated, in part, 
to offset the power of the Catholic Church and “to 
give Protestantism a united voice,” preparing to 
exercise the same pressure on men of State. 


We believe that united Protestantism needs a 
voice in certain matters of moral import. But, unless 
the National Council of Churches exercises great 
care and discrimination in what matters on which 
it undertakes to speak “for 32,000,000 Protestants,” 
we may find ourselves confronted with a Federal 
Council problem on a magnified scale. Our own 
General Assembly, at its last meeting, made it clear 
in unmistakable terms that our Church feels the 
Federal Council had again and again overstepped 
all bounds warranted and approved by our Church. 


Let us pray that the new organization will show 
more discretion! 


The second problem involved has to do with the 
mission of the individual Christian. Roman Cathol- 
icism claims the absolute allegiance and subjection 
of the individual, making him responsible primarily 
to his Church. On the other hand the very genius 
of Protestantism is that the individual is responsible 
to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that He is 
Lord of all. For that reason a State is strong when 
it has in places of leadership men who are truly 
Christian. It is the place of the Church to preach a 
gospel so complete and so vital that its adherents 
shall be Christian men of character and courage. 
The matter therefore resolves itself into something 
like this: shall the Church dictate to the State in 
temporal matters or shall the Church develop Chris- 
tian men who, because of their Christian faith, shall 
rightly lead the nation? When any group presumes 
to, “speak for 32,000,000 Protestants,” on secular 
matters this may be a misstatement of both its pre- 
rogatives and its assignment. That is not Protes- 
tantism. 

The third problem we would discuss is the power 
of the paid secretariat. In all such organizations 
these men are paid employees; honorable and trusted 
men, yes, but none the less the employees of the 
organization. During the days of the Federal 
Council we found such employees repeatedly ap- 
pearing in Washington and elsewhere, ‘speaking in 
the name of and for the Federal Council.” Again 
and again we found them speaking without authori- 
zation and taking positions which many earnest 
Christian people felt unwise and often inimicable to 
the best interests both of the Church and the nation. 
Let us hope that the secretariat of the new organi- 
zation will be less obtrusive and more discreet! 


A fourth problem; and it is a serious one, is that 
within the active leadership of such organizations 
there seem to always be those who unceasingly work 
to “put over” their own pet schemes. Those who 
have attended such meetings find such a glamour, 
such a spirit of bon hom-mie, such insistent propa- 
ganda for a “oneness in Christ,” that to oppose any 
proposal (watch out for those late in the agenda), 
seems unfitting and even unChristian. We are 
speaking from experience, not hearsay. Here are 
two illustrations: 

Some seven or eight years ago we were appointed 
a delegate to a meeting of the Christian Medical 
Council for Overseas Work in Chicago. We greatly 
enjoyed the fellowship, the discussions and the re- 
newing of some old friendships. But, late in the 
meeting one of the full-time secretaries made a long 
address. Embodied in this talk was a recommenda- 
tion to all Mission Boards that in the future their 
medical work in China be turned over to the local 
provincial and county authorities, the missionaries to 
make their contribution through working in and 
with these secular and governmental agencies. We 
do not believe that even the author of the article 
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realized how this would have spelled the doom of 
medical missions in that land. It was our privilege 
to vigorously dissent from this suggestion and to 
see it entirely eliminated. Strange to say, the author 
thanked us and said that our remarks in rebuttal 
were, “exactly what I intended to say.” 


Again; last January we went as an official dele- 
gate of our Church to a meeting of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America at Buck 
Hill Falls. Soon after our arrival we were privately 
informed that the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel was bringing in a resolution for the For- 
eizn Missions Conference to ask the State Depart- 
ment to recognize Communist China. Regardless of 
the questionable judgement involved, such a recom- 
mendation would have been misunderstood both in 
America and in China. This alone should have pre- 
cluded its being brought in. 


The meeting proceeded. On the /ast afternoon 
copies of various reports to be considered were 
handed us as we entered the auditorium. But, there 
was no report of the Committee on Reference and 
Counsel. About four o'clock this Committee stated 
it was ready to bring in its report. The mimeo- 
graphed copies of this report had been in the hands 
of individuals sitting by the door all afternoon but 
they were not handed out until that moment. 


Needless to say the report caused most vigorous 
discussion, almost all of it opposing the resolution. 
It was the privilege of the writer to make the motion 


seconder of our motion was Dr. Henry P. Van- 


Dusen. The final vote was 76 against the resolution, 
6 for. 


We cite these incidents to show that in every 
meeting of any such group, delegates must be keenly 
aware of the problems and issues they are asked to 
vote on. One weakness in the past has been that the 
constituent churches have appointed or elected men 
who in only too many cases have been “sold” on a 
certain line of thought. In that way the democratic 
processes available have been neutralized. 


The final problem we would suggest, and it is 
the most important of all, has to do with the content 
of the Christian message proclaimed. Most great 
ecumenical groups shy from any doctrinal matter 
like they would from the plague. “Loyalty to Jesus 
Christ” is about as far as they dare go. In this un- 
willingness, or inability, to stand for a clear state- 
ment of Christian truth lies their greatest weakness. 
Those who deny vital Christian doctrines are un- 
willing for such a statement. Those who are com- 
mitted to the ecumenical movement “at all costs,” 
find themselves unable to clearly define the Chris- 
tianity the movement is supposed to represent. 


This is not an attack on the National Christian 
Council. However, it is a statement of some of the 
problems which the Council itself will have to face, 
and, we believe its ultimate usefulness as an instru- 
ment for Christ and His Kingdom will depend in 
large measure on the vitality of the Christianity it 
proclaims and the wisdom with which it uses its 


which brought about its overwhelming defeat. The unquestioned power. —L.N.B. 
She God 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


HE most difficult question ever raised by the 

mind of man is “What is God?” When the 

Westminster Assembly came to this profound- 
est of all questions, they were baffled as to how to 
answer it. 


The story is well known to Presbyterians that in 
their bewilderment they called upon one of their 
young ministers to pray for guidance. George Gil- 
lespie addressed God in the words of the definition 
which is now incorporated in the Shorter Catech- 
ism: “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable, in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness and truth.” 


Instantaneously the Assembly felt that this sen- 
tence was the answer they were prayerfully seeking. 
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Having studied theology and philosophy for about 
three decades, we have never found a definition that 
is superior to this. 


There are people in the church who have taken 
exception to this definition because the word, 
“love,” is not mentioned. From time to time, we 
have been asked, ““Why don’t we say in the Catech- 
ism in answer to ‘What is God?’ that He is love?” 
This question betrays a lack of insight into the 
Westminster definition. 


The term, “goodness,” is a comprehensive term 
that includes four things. Love is the first of the 


four. By love we mean that perfection of the Divine 


nature by which God is eternally moved to com- 
municate Himself: This love finds its primary 
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objects in the several Persons of the Trinity. 
A second element in the goodness of God is His 


benevolence. By the benevolence of God we mean 
the affection which He feels and manifests toward 
His creatures. This is seen in the care He exercises 


for the welfare and the needs of all His creatures. | 


For example, He sends the sunshine and the rain 
upon both good and bad. 


Still another element in the goodness of God is 
His mercy. By the mercy of God theologians under- 
stand it to be His goodness manifested towards 
those who are in misery or distress. Synonymous 
terms in the Scripture denoting the same thing are 
compassion, pity, and lovingkindness. The Bible 
represents God as “rich in mercy” and as “full of 
pity and merciful.” 


The remaining element in the goodness of God 
is what the New Testament loves to call “the grace 
of God.” The grace of God is His goodness mani- 
fested towards the ill-deserving. It has respect to 
sinful man as guilty, just as mercy has respect to 
man in his misery. 


One of the most marvelous revelations of the 
character of God in the Old Testament is found 
in Exodus 34. Here God affirms that He is 


“abundant in goodness.” This revelation was in 


answer to Moses’ request for God to show him His 
glory. God’s glory is His character. The essence 
of God’s character is His holy goodness. 


This vision of Moses constrained him to worship. 
It is recorded that when Moses perceived the good- 
ness of God, he bowed his head toward the earth 
and worshipped. Luther has called this revelation 
to Moses “a sermon on the name of the Lord. It 
discloses to Moses the most hidden nature of 
Jehovah.” What does this revelation of the hidden 
God disclose? It proclaims that God is loving, 
benevolent, merciful, and gracious. This is the 
“essence” of God’s character. 


At the Christmas season no thought should so 
completely engross our minds as the goodness of 
God. Christmas shows us what the goodness of 
God really means. As Paul has expressed it, God's 
goodness should move us to repentence. As David 
would put it, it should move us to gratitude and 
the expression of a great and joyful amazement. 
God’s goodness is the source of all our blessings. 


Thus in both the Old and New Testaments there 
is no more inspiring revelation of the character of 
the living God of the Bible than His goodness. 
What a comfort during these bewildering days! 
May we rejoice in His goodness “that never faileth” 
and “follows us all the days of our lives.” _ 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


The Saviour Is Born 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 24 


Scripture: Luke 2:1-20; Philippians 4:4-7. De- 
votional Reading: Matthew 2:1-15. 


Our Devotional Reading from Matthew tells us of the visit of the wise men and is of later date than the 
visit of the shepherds who came the night He was born. The shepherds find Mary and Joseph in a stable 
and the Babe in a manger: the wise men find them in a “house.” It would take these men from the East some 


time to come all the way to Bethlehem. 


Their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh were 
no doubt of great help when Joseph and Mary had 
to flee into Egypt. We see some of the minute 
Old Testament prophecies fulfilled in these verses. 
Matthew is writing especially for the Jews and 
shows them that their Scriptures were fulfilled in 
the incidents connected with the birth of the 
Messiah. 


It is hard to see how anyone who believes the 
Bible can doubt the Virgin birth of our Lord when 
they read the accounts in Matthew and Luke, to 
say nothing of the many other places where this is 
either presupposed or plainly stated. 


The note of joy which is the predominant note 
in the birth of our Savior is found here: “When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy.” In our selections from Luke and Philippians 
this note of joy is stressed. If He had not come 


this world would be a sad place in which to live: all 
the real happiness of the world centers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


I. The Birth of Jesus 
the Savior: Luke 2:1-7 


These familiar and beautiful verses tell in 
simple and natural way the story of His coming 
into the world. 


l. The Enrollment. It had beeen foretold that 
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem, in Judea. Joseph 
was living at Nazareth, but being of the house and 
lineage of David he had to go to Bethlehem to be 
enrolled. Caesar Augustus was emperor at the 
time and ordered this enrollment. 


2. “No room in the inn.” This simple statement 
accounts for the fact that Jesus was born in 3 
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stable and placed in a manger. How this fact has 
caught and held the interest of the world! It brings 
out the low estate, the humiliation, of our Savior. 
He Who should have been born in a palace was 
born in a stable. He who should have had the most 
costly cradle is laid in a manger. 


The words of Paul come to us: “We know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He 
was rich yet he became poor that ye through his 
poverty might be made rich.” Our catechism well 
says that his humiliation consists in his being born 
and that in a low condition. His being born “in a 
low condition” has drawn many to Him. 


“No room in the inn.” He was in the world and 
the world was made by him and the world knew 
Him not. He came unto His own and His own re- 
ceived him not. The world was a busy and crowded 
world and did not care for Him; His own people 
were busy too, and kept Him out in the cold while 
they enjoyed all the comforts of the world He made. 


Do we still keep Him out? Are our homes, our 
hearts, our lives so full of other things that there 
is no room for Jesus? We would do well to make 
room for the King. 


Il. The Visit of the 
Shepherds: Luke 2:8-20. 


There are some interesting questions that come 
into our minds as we read of these shepherds. Why 
did not the angels appear to some of the religious 
leaders of Jesus’ time or to some of the rulers of 
Israel? We see the answer, of course, later when 


they reveal their character by their attitude towards 


Him. 
The very ones who should have been ready and 
anxious to have Him come did not seem to have 


_ the least desire to accept him when He came. They 


were looking for a different type of Messiah. I 
believe it would be well for us to ask ourselves some 
pointed questions. 


Are we looking for and hastening the day of His 
second coming in glory, or are we satisfied as we 
are? His coming might interfere with some of our 
pet projects, or not be according to our ideas. 


Are we praying the prayer with which the Bible 
closes, even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly? 


Is there not too much pomp and splendor and 
earthly glory about many of our churches? We have 
this same prayer in our Confession of Faith. Do we 
mean it? 


It is certain that these lowly shepherds out on 
the hills were better recipients of the good news 
than the chief priests, elders, and rulers of the 
land. Would that be the case today? We are 
tempted to despise some of the humble servants of 
Christ in these days when the Church is rich and 
increased with goods. God loves to exalt those that 
are abased. 
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Is there any news from the Lord, the prophet 
inquires? “Good tidings of great joy which shall be 
to all people.” This was the best news that had been 
announced so far from heaven. We still await the 
still better news of His second coming in glory. 
The earth is indeed groaning in sorrow waiting for 
that blessed day to appear—the Day of the Lord. 
The good news announced to the shepherds was for 
all people: the whole earth will indeed rejoice when 
He comes in glory. 


“A Savior which is Christ the Lord.” Three 


~ statements here: (1) a Savior, thou shalt call his 


name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins; (2) Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, 
the God-appointed One, Who has the approval of 
heaven; (3) the Lord, He is Master as well as 
Savior. He is offered to us in the Gospel as Prophet, 
Priest and King. 


“Glory to God in the highest.” There are many 
things which bring glory to God, the very heavens 
declare it, but the one thing which is to bring the 
highest glory to God is His plan of Salvation, His 
Redemptive work. 


“On earth, peace, good will toward men.” He is 
our Peace; so making peace, the Prince of Peace 
is one of His names in Isaiah. What precious words! 
There has never been peace on the earth since sin 
and Satan took over. Our only hope is in Him. 


Why waste time and energy, to say nothing of 
millions of dollars trying to bring peace in some 
other way? There is no peace, saith my God, to 
the wicked. The only way a wicked heart, or a 
wicked nation, or a wicked world, can find peace, 
is in and through Him. There are many today who 
are saying, Peace, Peace, when there is no peace. 


I heard such a voice on the radio yesterday, and 
I felt rather sick, for it was a voice from the United 
Nations, of one who probably was not even a 
nominal believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“Let us now go... and see.” These are wise 
words from simple men. Often the wisest words 
come from such people, rather than the philosophers 
with their worldly wisdom. “Come and see,” said 
Jesus, and later, “go, and tell.” “They made known 
abroad.” They went out and told what they had 
heard and seen. This is our duty and privilege. 


“Glorifying and praising God.” A vision of 
Christ, and obedience to that vision, will make us 
very happy. 


III. Joy and Peace: 
Philippians 4:4-7. 


These are two of the richest results of the good 
news which came when Jesus was born. 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again, I say, 
rejoice.’ Paul had a source of joy which could not 
be taken from him. Certainly he could not rejoice 
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because of his pleasant surroundings, for he was 
in prison when he wrote these words. 


Two things made him happy: (1) the presence 
of the Lord, and (2) the consciousness that he was 
counted worthy to suffer for Him. If our joy 
depends upon our wealth, or health, or pleasant 
surroundings, then we will often be deprived of 
it, but if our joy depends solely upon the indwelling 
Christ, then we can be happy in a dungeon as well 
as a mansion. “Alway’’; not merely when every- 
thing is going well outwardly. 


‘Again, I say, rejoice.” He repeats it, because he 
wishes us to see its importance. Christians should be 
happy, the happiest people in the world, with radiant 


faces and glowing hearts, and mind free from cares 
and worry. 


There is a magnetism about joy that attracts all 
men, for all wish to be happy. If they see in us the 
joy that they crave they will seek for this joy, and 
find it where we found it, in Christ Jesus. 


“In nothing be anxious.” Worry is a sin. Jesus 
said, Be not anxious, your heavenly Father knowest 
that ye have need of these things. Instead of worry 
there should be prayer and thanksgiving. 


“The peace of God which passeth all understand- 
ing shall guard your hearts.’”’ What a promise for 
such a time as this! Do all of us have peace and 
joy? If not, then on this Christmas Day let the 
One come in Who alone can bring these gifts to us. 


Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For December 24: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Publishing The Good News 


This program is based on the story of the adoration of the shepherds who first received the message of 
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The program is developed on the different ways God used to publish 
the good news to the hearts of the shepherds who first heard, and points out how each announcement was 


truly good news to the shepherds. 


The angel announced to the shepherds, “I bring 
you good tidings of great joy.” This is just another 
way of saying, “I bring you the gospel,” for the 
gospel means good tidings or good news. 

If we think back upon that first angelic announce- 
ment from the skies, we are sure that it was joyous 
good news, but today we have become so familiar 
with the story and so complacent in our religious 
life that the story does not thrill us today as “good 
tidings of great joy.” 


Perhaps in this program we must take time to 
carefully study the meaning of Christmas in the 
second chapter of Luke to recapture the good tidings 
of great joy. Why is the Christmas story good 
tidings of great joy? 


Scripture Lesson - Luke 2:8-20 ‘ 


I. We Have a Message to 
Give - V 10 


Today our world is tied together by the lines of 
communication, and we listen carefully every day 
to the news of the world concerning what Russia 
intends to do, or what is happening in Korea, or 
what is being done at Washington. Stories of a 
changed policy in Russia, or of victory in Korea 
would bring joy and assurance to our hearts. 


Christmas reminds us that in this world of sin 
and strife, we have a message that has come to us 
from the court of heaven, and it is the good news 
that God has a purpose for His world and that He 
is at work in our world. 


The Christmas story, as announced by the angel 
to the shepherds, has come from the heart of the 
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King who sits upon the throne of the universe. If 
messages coming from earthly governments can 
bring joy to our hearts, how much more joy we 
should have if we know that day by day we have a 
message from the King of Kings to give to men. 


Il. We Have a Savior to 
Possess - V 11 


This message, when fully received, will bring 
joy to the hearts and lives of any man, woman, or 
child who receives it. The message is that we have 
a Savior from sin, and we can possess Him as our 
own. Our world is filled with sin, suffering, strife 
and confusion, and all these things make the hearts 
of men heavy. 


The greatest joy that can come to man is to be 
completely delivered from the power of these evils. 
When we receive the Savior into our hearts, we are 
redeemed from the guilt, the penalty, and the power 
of all these evils. Does it not bring joy to our 
hearts to know that we have One who can save 
from everything that brings suffering and strife 
into the lives of men? 


Ill. We Have a Word That 
Is Sure- V 12 


When the angels announced to the shepherds the 
birth of a Savior, they gave to these men a sign 
that would confirm the truth of their promise. The 
angels told the shepherds to go to Bethlehem and 
there they would find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, and lying in a manger. 


This they did and when they found the babe, 
they knew the message was from God. In the Bible 
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we have unfolded before us the message of God to 
our hearts, and God says, “That if any man will 
do His will, he shall know the truth whether it be 
of God.” 


We have a sure Word, and when we trust and 
believe, as the shepherds did, that Word is con- 
firmed in our hearts. Amid all the confusion of 
our world, and the fear of men as they think what 
may come upon them, does it not bring joy to know 
that we have a Word from God that standeth sure? 
Heaven and earth may pass away, but that Word 
may never pass away. 


\V. We Have a Future 
That is Bright - V 13-14 


The multitude of the heavenly host who were 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will among men,” 
were not only adoring the Savior, but they were 
uttering a prophecy made sure by the birth of Christ. 


Those who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 
would have peace with God and peace from God, 
and because Christ had come, one day the king- 
doms of the world shall become the kingdom of 
our Lord and His Christ, and He shall rule and 


reign forever. 


In that day the men of earth who have known 


the peace of God in their hearts will be with Christ | 


when the peace of God rules over all the earth. 
Does it not give us joy to know, amid all the fear- 
fulness and anxiety about what a day might bring 
forth amid the nations, that the day is surely coming 
when peace and right shall reign throughout all the 
world? 


V. We Have an Experience 
to Share - V 15-20 


The shepherds obeyed the message of the angels 
and worshipped obediently at the feet of the Christ 
child. They then went from the manager to tell 
everybody they met of the joy that was theirs because 
they had seen the Savior. You and I, who have 
the Lord Jesus Christ dwelling in our hearts have 
something that the world does not have, and some- 
thing that the world is dying because it doesn’t 
have. Ours is the joy of sharing this Christ with 
everybody, everywhere. Does it not bring joy to 
know that we have a Christ to share? 


Suggestions 


As you use the program as outlined in Presby- 
terian Youth, be sure to work in a study of the 
Scripture lesson as outlined above, or perhaps you 
might want to use it at the close of the Presbyterian 
Youth program as a discussion of what is necessary 
if the gospel is to become glorious, good news that 
thrills the heart and not just another religious story 
we have heard all our lives. 


Therefore Stand 


By Wilbur M. Smith 


FREE TO MINISTERS AND ELDERS 


READ DETAILS BELOW 


Through the courtesy of a friend of TH& SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL we will give this book 
to any one minister or elder of any one Church in the United States who will send us one subscription 
to THE JOURNAL at $2.50 a year and who will agree te read the book and endeavor to get other mem- 
bers of his Session to read it. The subscription may be your own or for someone else. 
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— Chureh Ne ews - 


General Council Calls For 
Support Of Benevolent 
Budget Of Assembly 


ATLANTA, GA., Nov. 22 (PN). 
The General Council of the Presby- 
terian Church meeting here Nov. 14 
and 15 issued a call to all “synods, 
presbyteries, sessions, diaconates and 
women of the church” to raise the 
full benevolence askings of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


It adopted a resolution requesting 
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the General Assembly to submit to 

the budget and stewardship committee of the Gen- 
eral Council all requests and pleas for financial ob- 
jectives for intergration into the total program be- 


fore April 1, 1951. 


The General Council further requested the 
General Assembly to decline action on any financial 
plans until submitted to the General Council or to 
the General Assembly’s standing committee on the 
General Council. 


The call of the Council for support of benevolent 
askings of the General Assembly was issued on the 
grounds that “since the General Assembly consti- 
tutes the bond of union among all the congregations 
of the church ... and since last year there was a 
decrease in gifts ... and since it now looks as 
though there would be a more serious decrease ... 
this ... year.” 


Other resolutions adopted by the Council in- 
cluded: 


1. A request for a million dollar campaign for 
Stillman College was referred to a special com- 
mittee instructed to consider the entire matter of 
the college as it refers to the program of the church. 
Members of the committee to report to the June 
meeting of the General Assembly include Dr. James 
A. Jones, chairman, George V. Hoyt, Dr. J. N. 
Thomas, Dr. Wallace M. Alston and Dr. James L. 


Fowle. 


2. A ten-year plan to raise a million dollars, re- 
quested by the Board of Education, was referred to 
the program committee. 


3. November 11, 1951 was designated “Assemb- 
ly’s Youth Sunday,” in response to a request by Rev. 
John S. McMullen, director of youth work. 


4. Action was taken to insure that private church 
papers receive news being supplied by the various 


church boards. | 


5. The publicity committee “launched a study of 
Presbyterian Survey in an attempt to determine 


whether or not that publication is meeting the need 


of the Assembly.” 


AGNES SCOTT 
COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GA. 


Its location in Greater Atlanta offers unusual 
opportunities for placement after graduation. 


Agnes Scott students may take Journalism, 
Business Administration, and other subjects at 
Emory University. 


Student aid is available for well prepared 
girls. 


For literature or other infor- 
mation, address: 


PRESIDENT J. R. McCAIN 
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Women’s Work 


FAMILIES 


In The December Issue 
Of PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
you will find 


“Two Christmas Worship 
Services For The Home” 


O Come Let Us Worship The 
New Born King 


TOGETHER 


News From Mrs. Choi 


Mrs. Pillai Kim Choi of Seoul, Korea, endeared 
herself to the Women of the Church through her 
presence and messages in Montreat last summer. 
She had left Korea early in June without a thought 
of the war that so soon broke in her country. For 
months she had no word from her two children and 
husband in Korea. Many friends have made inquiry 
of Mrs. Choi. They will rejoice in some of the news 
that has come and be saddened by the latest word. 


In a letter of October 31 to Miss McGaughey, 
Mrs. Choi writes: 


“About ten days ago I have heard from my 
children at last! As you know my children are 
in Seoul while my husband still stays in Kwang- 
ju with his mother. When I came over here I 
left my children in Seoul. God has saved both 
of our children from the shadow of death. 


They were arrested twice and they had to go 
without food for days sometimes because the 
price of food went up twenty times higher. 
But their lives were saved only through His 
loving protection and care. And they have come 
to realize His mercy and saving power, so that 
both of them have decided to dedicate their 
lives to Him. 


How wonderful it is! What a rich blessing 
this is to them! They said they never have had 
the chance to hear from their father since the 
war broke out. I trust that he and his mother 
also will be all right. 


The school buildings (in Seoul, of which 
Mrs. Choi is president), are untouched. What 
a blessing it is! So are all the mission homes in 
Seoul, but everything has been cleared away 
from the inside of those buildings! That means 
we have lost all equipment of the school which 
we added so carefully year by year. 


But I trust that He will provide them all. I 
have begun to pray for it with some friends, 
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and the first contribution has already arrived 
yesterday! Praise the Lord, our Father. May 
I ask you also to remember this at times in 
your prayer?” 


At the meeting of the United Council of Church 
Women in Cincinnati in November, where Mrs. 
Choi was a speaker, she shared personally with close 
friends the most recent word which she had received 
only a few days before—that her husband was 
marched away and massacred by the communists in 
the last days of the war in Southern Korea. 


Mrs. Choi spoke with power to a large audience 
in Cincinnati. Her only reference to her sorrow was 
that the war had invaded her own family circle. 
She moved her audience to depths of sympathy as 
she told of the 30,000 who had been massacred in 
the city of Seoul alone and of the suffering of the 
Korean Christians who remained to face a hard 
winter without fuel, food and clothing. 


All will be interested to know that passage has 
been secured for Mrs. Choi to return to Korea. She 
will leave the States on December 7. Friends of 
this great Christian leader of Korea will want to 
follow her with their prayers as she returns to the 
heartbreaking scenes of war riddled Seoul and to 
learn of countless dear Christian friends and leaders 
of her homeland having been killed in recent months. 
Let us claim for her, by our prayers, that peace and 
power which she so quietly and effectively demon- 
strated in her witness while among us. 


“Let your brightest joy be to gladden your 
Lord; let your deepest grief be to pain Him: let 
your utmost effort be to serve Him. Identify your 
pleasure with His profit. And verily in that hour 
you shall shine—shine as the stars in the King- 
dom of your Father.” —Selected. 
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— Book Reviews —— 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be ordered 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


EDWARD O. GUERRANT, by McAllister and 
Guerrant. Richmond Press. $2. Paper bound $1.50. 


The family name, “Guerrant,” is derived from 
the French language and carries the meaning of 
“war.” It has been said that this name is admirably 
descriptive of the Guerrants, for “they have been 
fighting for something or against something all 
down the generations.” 


It is impossible to get away from one’s ancestry, 
and Dr. McAllister in this biography points out, 
“Dr. Guerrant’s ancestry betrayed itself in his 
sanguine, mercurial temperament and rapid action.” 


Dr. Guerrant was pre-eminently a soul-winner. 
The favorite verse that he loved to preach on was 
Daniel 12:3—‘‘And thev that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


Although he inherited a frail bodv, he had a 
mighty nassion for the lost. He used his frail body 
to the limit in the nursuit of souls. In this resnect. 
he was like Tohn Wesley. of whom it was said. “He 
was out of breath winning souls.” 


In his work among the Highlanders, he felt the 
need to lengthen its cords and strenethen its stakes, 
and to this end he organized “The Societv of Soul- 
Winners.” It was this society, writes Dr. Mce- 
Allister, “which so largely changed the spiritual 
climate of the Cumberland Highlands, led thousands 
to the knowledge of the truth and profession of 
Christ, trained great numbers into effective workers 
for the Christian cause, and brought light and hope 
and gladness into untold hearts and homes of a 
region so long neglected by the established denom- 
ination of the day.” 


Those who knew Dr. Guerrant’s work intimately 
believed that the launching of The Society of Soul- 
Winners was his greatest work. 


An interesting sidelight on Dr. Guerrant’s evan- 
gelistic nassion is found in his ministry as pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Louisville, Ky. 
During this nastorate he emphasized praver, evan- 
gelism, and Bible-study. He contended that these 
three things are necessary for the healthy condition 
of a church. Experience proves the soundness of his 
contention. 


Dr. Guerrant insisted on all of his members at- 
tending the prayer service. He wrote, “It is not 
only the thermometer of a church, but its life-giver ; 
not only its pulse, but its heart.’”’ He made it a point 
to invite souls to accept Christ at every service. He 
stressed Bible-study and said that as his people 
searched the Scriptures, they realized more and 
more that “God means what He says.” 
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Christians will have a fascinating experience in 
following the talented and facile pen of Dr. Me. 
Allister as he depicts this man of God, small of 
stature, keen of mind, always in action, as he 
demonstrated wherever he went that the Gospel of 
Christ is the power of God unto salvation. 


This biography is another illustration that a warm 
Calvinism promotes the highest type of evangelism. 
Dr. Guerrant was an ardent Calvinist. He believed 
that it was the will of God to present the overtures 
of grace to lost sinners in an enthusiastic manner. 


Dr. William Crowe of Talledega, Ala.. wrote 


concerning Dr. Guerrant’s invitations to the lost. 


_“He would often step down from the pulpit and 


stand on the front pew while making his closing 
appeal. Billy Sunday could have taken lessons from 


E. O. Guerrant.” 


Biographv is an especially influential type of 
literature. It presents to us lives of distinction— 
which are real. The reading of the Christian hi- 
ography of this Christ-exalting preacher and soul- 
winner will be a healthy experience for young and 
old. It is a book that will call half-hearted Chris 
tians to a whole-hearted commitment to Christ. 


—John R. Richardson. 


Christmas Peace 


Ring out, glad bells of Christmas time, 
Good tidings of a Savior’s birth, 

Of God who came with man to dwell, 
To bring redemption to the earth. 


Whose brightly shining star of hope 
Into a darkened world brought light; 

And down the years has brought release 
From all the evils that benight. 


Lord, let Thy radiance ever shine 
Anew in lives reborn of Thee, 

And Christ come in our hearts to reign 
That we true witnesses may be. 


May “peace on earth good will to men” 
Re-echo in each Christian soul: 
And self be lost in service sweet 


As Christ did minister of old. 


Into a strife-torn world bring love 
And understanding of our brother-man; 
To plowshares may our swords be beat 
And peace be found in every land. 


And hasten that triumphant day 

When all shall know and love the Lord, 
When He shall reign supreme for ay 

And. law shall be His holy word. 


—Julia Benson Parker. 
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A Preacher’s Prayer 


For a compassion like Thine own, 

Which brought Thee down from Heav’ns throne, 
To seek and save the lost in sin, 

And make them pure and whole within— 


ce in 
Mc. 
ill of For an illumined mind to see 
is he Something of the immensity 
vel of Of Thy love and marvellous grace, 
Resplendent in Thy glorious face— 
ware For a clear head, Lord, I pray; 
‘lism Understanding of Thy way. 
leved 
A U.S.A. correspon- 
dent has objected to 
wrote our earlier statement 
lost, that in publishing the 
and articles on a PROTES- 
osing rANT Mass the U.S.A. 
from Church was repudiat- 
ing the Reformed Re- 
formation. 
e of 
we We agree with this 
» hi correspondent that the 
coud. only way in which the 
per U.S.A. Church can 
formally and officially 
ct. repudiate the Reform- 
ed Reformation is by 


NAL 


action of the courts of 


the Church. 


But when an official 
publication of the Gen- 
eral Council of that 
Church publishes on 
the eve of Reformation 
Sunday two articles, 
one featured on the 
title page, advocating 
Protestant Mass, it 
seems to us that this is 
giving high standing to 
the repudiation of the 
Reformed Reformation 
in the councils of that 


Church. 


Indeed, such high 
standing as should lead 
the Southern Church 
to insist on the writing 
of our second chapter 
of our Book of Church 
Order into the Plan of 
Union to maintain the 
Reformed Reformation 
doctrine that Christ is 
the only King and sole 
Lawgiver in Zion and 
that nothing ought to 


'be added to our wor- 


ship except that which 
is warranted by Holy 


Scripture. —Wm.C.R. 
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For a tender heart, I pray, 
That will warm the words I say. 


For the anointing from above, 
Enduing me with pow’r and love, 
So that in all my ministry 
I may a faithful witness be— 
For unction, Dear Lord, I pray; 
Holy Spirit, come today! 


—Rev. J. Kenton Parker. 
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